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Research Design
Data Sources
Procedures
This project is a multisite, multiyear study designed to test the efficacy of a fully 
developed intervention, Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR), with adolescent 
readers. In Year 1, our research questions were:
(1) Does CSR improve reading comprehension for adolescent readers attending 
relatively low socioeconomic status (SES) schools? 
(2) Does CSR improve reading comprehension for adolescent struggling readers 
attending relatively low SES schools?
Comparison classes:
• Use methods and materials that teachers typically use in their classes.
• Avoid “bleeding” of CSR strategies into typical practice classrooms.
Treatment classes:
• Implement CSR 2 days per week for 18 weeks.
• Maintain fidelity of implementation.
• Use predominantly nonfiction reading materials aligned with the curriculum.
27 
Comparison Classes
 34  
Treatment Classes 
17 teachers, 48 students
49 struggling readers
Descriptive Statistics
Model-Adjusted Means
Fidelity Scores
2 Sites   •   6 Schools   •   17 Teachers   •   61 Classes
Background
During a 10-year period, Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) has been evaluated 
using quasi-experimental designs, yielding positive outcomes for students with 
learning disabilities, students at risk for reading difficulties, average- and high-
achieving students (e.g., Bryant et al., 2000; Klingner, Vaughn, & Schumm, 1998; 
Vaughn et al., 2000), and English language learners (ELLs; Klingner & Vaughn, 
1996).
This project meets the need for randomized controlled trials to more rigorously 
assess the efficacy of CSR with adolescent struggling readers.
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17 teachers, 48 students
46 struggling readers
All students (pretest and posttest):
• Gates-MacGinitie Reading Test, 4th ed. (Gates & MacGinitie, 2000)
• AIMSweb Reading Curriculum Based Measure (AIMSweb ORF, 2007)
• Test of Sentence Reading Efficiency
Subgroup of students not passing state reading test (pretest only):
• Test of Word Reading Efficiency (Torgesen, Wagner, & Rashotte, 1999)
Teachers:
• Four fidelity observations
Research Questions
Participants
Students Teachers
Click and Clunk
1.  Were any parts hard to understand (clunks)?
2.  How can we fix the clunks?
3.  Use fix-up strategies:
a.  Reread the sentences and look for key ideas 
to help you understand. 
b.  Reread the sentences again after looking for 
these clues.
c.  Look for prefixes, root words, and suffixes to 
help you understand difficult words.
d.  Break difficult words apart and look for 
smaller words.
Wrap-Up
1.  Ask questions: What questions check whether we understand the most 
important information in the passage? Can we answer these questions?
2.  Review: What are the most important ideas?
Get the Gist
1.  What is the most 
important person, 
place, or thing?
2.  What is the most 
important idea 
about this person, 
place, or thing?
Preview
1. Brainstorm:  
What do we already know about the topic?
2. Predict:  
What do we predict we will learn about the topic when we read the passage?
